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1. Local Rule E-12 Ball Played From Outside Relief Area When Taking Back-On-the-Line Relief 
 
Model Local Rule E-12 Ball Played From Outside Relief Area When Taking Back-On-the-Line 
Relief 
 
Purpose. A Committee may choose to introduce a Local Rule to provide for no penalty in 
specific circumstances when a ball is played from outside the relief area after taking back-on 
the-line relief. 
 
Under this Local Rule, a player will not be penalized for playing from a wrong place so long as 
the ball is dropped in the relief area and comes to rest within one club-length of where it first 
touched the ground. 
 
For example, a ball rolls slightly forward of the reference point after having been dropped in 
the right way and in the relief area, but is still within one club-length of where it first touched 
the ground when dropped. In such cases, the player can either proceed under Rule 14.3c(2) or 
the player can play the ball from where it came to rest. 
 
This Local Rule is for use only in relation to the Back-On-the-Line relief procedure. 
 
MLR E-12 
 
“When taking Back-On-the-Line relief, there is no additional penalty if a player plays a ball that 
was dropped in the relief area required by the relevant Rule (Rule 16.1c(2), 17.1d(2), 19.2b or 
19.3b) but came to rest outside the relief area, so long as the ball, when played, is within one 
club-length of where it first touched the ground when dropped. 
 
This exemption from penalty applies even if the ball is played from nearer the hole than the 
reference point (but not if played from nearer the hole than the spot of the original ball or the 
estimated point where the ball last crossed the edge of the penalty area). 
 
This Local Rule does not change the procedure for taking Back-On-the-Line relief under a 
relevant Rule. This means that the reference point and relief area are not changed by this 
Local Rule and that Rule 14.3c(2) can be applied by a player who drops a ball in the right way 
and it comes to rest outside the relief area, whether this occurs on the first or second drop.” 
(Added 4/2019) 


